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In a perfect world…



Advanced HF treatment: the reality

Of 6386 patients, only 3.3% patients received an LVAD, 
and 2.9% patients underwent heart transplantation 
during follow-up.



The patient who needs it the most

• Insufficienza cardiaca avanzata

• Prognosi infausta :

• Test cardiopolmonare (VO2)

• Score prognostici (Seattle o HFSS)

• Assenza di controindicazioni



Avoiding futility



Times up!



Times up!



Waiting times





Still waiting…



Other perspectives?



Increase the donor pool!



Organ Care System



Donor after Circulatory Death (DCD)

Courtesy of dr. M.Marro



DCD case: before withrawal of treatment

Courtesy of dr. M.Marro



DCD case: death determination

Courtesy of dr. M.Marro



DCD case: ECMO starts

Courtesy of dr. M.Marro



DCD case: organ quality assessment

Courtesy of dr. M.Marro



Other perspectives?



COMPETING TREATMENTS
HM3 vs. HT

Always available           vs.      uncertain waiting time

Be mindful in
• Inotrope/tMCS-dependent patients
• Obese/large BSA
• Group 0/sensitized patients
• Frequent flyers



HM3 survival is significantly better in young patients

Unpublished



Young patients - HM3 vs. HT

Uriel et al. ESC HF 
congress 2025

Similar 2-year survival in HT vs. HM3

594 real-life HT and HM3 
matched patients



Young patients - HM3 vs. HT listing

Uriel et al. ESC HF 
congress 2025

HM3 has superior survival vs. HT listing 



Is an LVAD the best option for this patient?



Conclusions

• Heart transplant is the gold standard treatment in advanced heart 
failure 
• though its access is still limited
• though the mandatory selection of candidates

• Increasing the donor pool increases heart transplants without 
affecting outcomes

• The evolving LVAD technology challenges heart transplant 
survival, thus raising new horizons in selected patients



Thank you!


	Diapositiva 1
	Diapositiva 2: In a perfect world…
	Diapositiva 5: Advanced HF treatment: the reality
	Diapositiva 6
	Diapositiva 7
	Diapositiva 8: Times up!
	Diapositiva 9: Times up!
	Diapositiva 10: Waiting times
	Diapositiva 11
	Diapositiva 12: Still waiting…
	Diapositiva 13: Other perspectives?
	Diapositiva 14: Increase the donor pool!
	Diapositiva 15: Organ Care System
	Diapositiva 16: Donor after Circulatory Death (DCD)
	Diapositiva 17: DCD case: before withrawal of treatment
	Diapositiva 18: DCD case: death determination
	Diapositiva 19: DCD case: ECMO starts
	Diapositiva 20: DCD case: organ quality assessment
	Diapositiva 21: Other perspectives?
	Diapositiva 22
	Diapositiva 23
	Diapositiva 24
	Diapositiva 25
	Diapositiva 26
	Diapositiva 27: Conclusions
	Diapositiva 28

